
Teaching Statement

Patrick Agte

During my Ph.D. studies at Princeton University, I was a teaching assistant for develop-
ment economics courses for undergraduate and MPA students. I also worked as a teaching
assistant to supervise the junior thesis of undergraduate students for two years. During this
time, I developed an approach to teaching inspired by three objectives: inclusive engage-
ment, clarity, and intellectual curiosity.

The students in both of my courses came from a wide range of backgrounds and also
varied in their previous exposure to economics. I thus focused on making my teaching acces-
sible to all students by starting from the basics of each concept. I learned how crucial it is
to relate classroom material to real-world experiences in order to support students’ intuitive
comprehension of the subject matter. I strive to create a collaborative environment, where
all students, independently of their race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation, feel welcome
and empowered to participate. Having a slight speech disorder and accent myself, I am par-
ticularly attuned to ensuring that international students and those with speech impairments
feel comfortable in my courses. I further incorporate short group work sessions to foster an
inclusive community and facilitate peer-to-peer learning. I also offered flexible office hours
to ensure that all students had a chance to receive the support they needed. Student evalu-
ations reflect this approach: “I could not have survived this class without Patrick. He is an
amazing preceptor and was always willing to go out of his way to help me!! He’s very clear
in explaining concepts and super patient with explaining things.’ and “[Patrick] truly wanted
to help all the students”.

When preparing for each class, I dedicated substantial time to developing material that
was easily understandable and self-contained. I prepared detailed slides to illustrate economic
concepts, including multiple visualizations to explain instrumental variables and randomiza-
tion inference in an intuitive way. When teaching Stata, I developed extensive do-files that
provided the basics for all students and also allowed experienced users to learn about more
complex command structures. Students were appreciative of this effort. For example, one
student wrote “Very organized. His slides are really good!”.

I was also grateful for the chance to spark the students’ intellectual curiosity. While
working as Alicia Adsera’s teaching assistant, I actively participated in the design of the
class content and thought carefully about which studies provide engaging material for the
students. For instance, I added a study on the causal impact of gender quotas on implicit
biases and attitudes in rural India to the syllabus. The paper was not only a great example of
how to exploit randomization to estimate causal effects but also resonated with students due
to its timely and relatable topic. When mentoring students in their junior thesis, I guided
them in the idea-generating process by encouraging them to connect the economic models
they learned in class with their personal interests. My average instructor rating for the junior
thesis was 4.78/5 (course mean = 4.46), suggesting that students liked this approach.



In addition, I really appreciated helping students with their professional development
outside of the classroom. I invited them to come to my office hours to share insights into
graduate schools and the broader hidden curriculum. It was also a pleasure to support two
of my research assistants during their graduate school applications. At Princeton, I further
initiated the first “development breakfast” sessions to enable students in development eco-
nomics to share their preliminary ideas with peers and faculty members in an informal and
inclusive atmosphere.

Looking ahead, I will implement various feedback mechanisms in my classes to facili-
tate ongoing learning and continuous improvements to my teaching approach. I am open
to teaching any course that needs an instructor. My ideal preference would be to teach
either an undergraduate or graduate class in development economics, health economics, edu-
cation economics, industrial organization, or other fields related to applied microeconomics.
However, I would also be very happy to teach courses in microeconomics and econometrics.
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